THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE.
[January 1, 1866. both.bones of left leg at their lower third?accident caused by a bale of cloth falling on the limb ; soft parts so much bruised and crushed that immediate amputation was considered necessary, and, reaction having taken piace, was performed at the upper third by the circular method, under chloroform, about two hours after the injury. The patient progressed favorably until the 25th November, when secondary hemorrhage to a slight extent occurred and continued to recur frequently, notwithstanding the free application of the most powerful astringents and styptics, including the solid nitrate of silver, as well as pressure by pad over the course of the popliteal artery. Latterly, it became evident from the long continued haemorrhage, the course of the sinus from which the blood escaped, the arterial color of the blood, and the absence of sloughing of the stump, that ulceration, in place of adhesive inflammation, was going on within the walls of the main vessel, and with a view of promoting the latter as a " dernier ressort," the patient being extremely exhausted, it was determined to try the actual cautery as used successfully by Henry Cline the younger in similar cases. A large sinus, about two inches long, oa the posterior aspect of the stump, extending into tLe popliteal space, was laid open, and an ordinary silver canula passed into the vessel, through which an iron wire, the size of a quill, heated to redness, was introduced and the affected parts duly cauterized. No subsequent haemorrhage took place, though colliquative diarrhoea with sweating set in, and the patient gradually sank and died on the 14th January, 1865, 58 days after the amputation, and 6 days after the application of the cautery. The stump throughout looked healthy but pale. Autopsy was performed by the Police Surgeon, after which friends took possession of the body.
